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idea of accepting l 'compensations," M. Sazonov decided to
try to coerce Turkey into annulling or revising the contract
by presenting her with something like an ultimatum from
the Triple Entente. In order to secure Sir Edward Grey's
cooperation in this line of attack, Paul Cambon was in-
structed to persuade Grey to join "in making the Porte
understand the inadmissible consequences which would
result from placing the Constantinople Army Corps under
a German general It would, in short, place the Diplomatic
Corps which resides in Constantinople under German
guardianship. It would be virtually handing over to this
Power the key to the Straits. It would make possible mili-
tary interventions by the German general which might
strike directly at the sovereignty of the Sultan. It would
destroy the balance among the Powers which is the guar-
antee for the existence of Turkey. It might eventually
bring these Powers into antagonism toward, or even into
conflict with, the German Military Mission in case they had
to exercise some action or demonstration at Constanti-
nople." If Sir Edward agreed with these views he was to
be flattered by being asked to formulate the note which
the Entente Powers would present to the Porte.283
Cambon's potent argument, that General Liman's con-
tract would put into German hands "the key to the Straits"
—where Admiral Limpus was supposed to assure England's
domination—did not fail to have the calculated effect upon
Sir Edward Grey. It brought him out of the fogs of the
Irish question and galvanized him into an energetic action
(which a little later he regretted and reversed). He fell
in with the French proposal, and speedily formulated a
vigorous ''declaration" embodying its arguments and
amounting almost to an ultimatum. It warned the Turkish
Government that if General Liman retained his command
"the other Powers would demand analogous advantages for
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